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Sunday 24th May, 2020
Seventh Sunday of Easter
World Communications Sunday

Day Time Intention Confession*

Saturday 23rd Catherine McDonald intentions

Sunday 24th For the People of the Parish

Monday 25th Anne Marie Rogan-Pearman intentions

Tuesday 26th For the Welfare of the Oratory

Wednesday 27th For those suffering from Covid-19 and for their carers;
for those who have died from Covid-19

Thursday 28th Special Intention (Duhig Family)

Friday 29th Sr Helena Henderson RIP

Saturday 30th Sr Celestine Cox intentions

Sunday 31st For the People of the Parish

Note: Services in Black in church
Services in Blue elsewhere

 Please telephone
to arrange

FEAST DAYS

Monday 25th May
St. Bede the Venerable
(673 - 735) St Bede was born in England.
As a Benedictine Monk, he was, `the most
observant and the happiest of all monks :
His writings were full of sound doctrine
so he was called `Venerable' while still
alive. He wrote commentaries on Holy
Scripture and treatises on theology and
history. He died at Jarrow, England.

Tuesday 26th May
St. Philip Neri
Founder of the Oratory
(1515 - 1595) St Philip Neri was born in
Florence, he was ordained a priest in
1551 and founded the Congregation of
the Oratory. He is noted for his zeal in
converting sinners through the
Sacrament of Penance. He was a
catechist and a spiritual guide of
extraordinary talent. He died at eighty
years of age.

Wednesday 27th May
St. Augustine of Canterbury
(+605) St Augustine was sent by St
Gregory the Great to England to
convert the English people to
Christianity. He baptised King Ethelbert
of Kent and many of his subjects. At
Canterbury, he erected a monastery and
there established his Episcopal See.

Friday 29th May
St Pope Paul VI
(1897 - 1978) Paul VI became pope in
1963. He reigned during a period of
great change and ferment in the Church
following the Second Vatican Council. A
unique feature of Pope Paul's reign was
his travels to so many parts of the world.
These journeys seemed not only to
indicate his eagerness for personal
knowledge of and contact with all parts
of the Universal Church, but also a
desire to relate the Church to the
modern world and to contribute to a
solution for the world's problems.

Sunday 31st May
Solemnity of Pentecost

May God bless us all, your priest and friend

Quotation
“We must pray incessantly for the gift of perseverance. We must not leave off our prayers because of
distractions and restlessness of mind, although it seems useless to go on with them. He who perseveres
for the whole of his accustomed time, gently recalling his mind to the subject of his prayer, merits greatly.”

St Philip Neri (died 1595), whose feast falls this Tuesday.

TUESDAY this week is the Feast of St Philip Neri, Founder of the Congregation of the Oratory, to which I
belong. Normally I would be celebrating the feast with some of my brethren, but sadly, for obvious
reasons, this year that cannot be the case. However, Mass on Tuesday will be offered for the welfare of
the Oratory around the world, that it might remain ever-faithful to the spirit of St Philip, and to the gentle,
winning ways he bequeathed us.

PLEASE PRAY FOR Fr David Duggan of our Diocese, who has died aged 94. For many years he was
Parish Priest of Wombourne, near Wolverhampton. His graveside funeral – all that is permitted at the
moment – is this Friday at Danescourt Cemetery, Tettenhall, near Wolverhampton.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: This week the Diocese would have been on pilgrimage in
Lourdes. The current pandemic put an end to that! However: “You are invited to an online Lourdes
pilgrimage, starting Sunday 24 May with Archbishop Bernard’s opening Mass at 3pm live streamed from St
Chad’s Cathedral. The week features daily Mass, liturgy and Rosary ‘processions’.
Find the full programme on www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage .”

DAY OF EXPOSITION: This Saturday should have been the parish's annual day of Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament to pray for vocations to the priesthood and many other intentions. As the Church
remains closed, this cannot take place. I hope later in the year when things are back to normal (!), we will
be able to manage something to honour Our Lord in His great Sacrament of love and life.

VERY MANY THANKS to those of you who have contributed to the financial well-being of the parish
during this difficult time, either by sending me money or cheques, or by putting your contribution directly
into the parish bank account. It is very much appreciated.


